
Parish Redevelopment Project 
 

Dear Camberley and Bagshot Parishioners, 

Introduction 

As some time has passed since I last updated you, here is the status of the parish redevelopment 
project. We continue to make solid progress, despite the pandemic affecting timelines. 

The parish has been discussing for many years the development of its churches, halls, and buildings. 
The most recent parish consultation in 2018 proposed simplifying the parish real estate by releasing 
the SPJ site for development, to then part-fund the creation of modern, upgraded facilities at St. 
Tarcisius to better serve the needs of the parish and the wider Surrey Heath community. 

Latest Progress 

St. Peter & St. John 

In October 2020 after a competitive tendering process, we engaged in exclusive discussions with 
Abri (formerly Radian) Housing Association which seeks sites in this area to develop social housing 
(both rented and co-ownership). Supported remotely by one of the Diocesan Trustees, who is the 
former Chief Exec of a National Housebuilder, as well as the Diocesan solicitors, we have agreed 
draft Heads of Terms for the potential sale of the SPJ site to Abri. The Abri team has repeatedly 
assured Fr. Paul and our team that they appreciate the challenges of dealing with this type of project 
and the need for the parish to ensure that development of the Old Dean site and creation of a 
renewed parish centre at St. Tarcisius are closely linked from a timeline viewpoint. 

Abri has already assumed the risks and the costs of obtaining planning approval for their proposed 
development, thus freeing the parish from that distraction and expense, to allow us to focus on the 
St. Tarcisius planning application. 

Due to COVID-19 delays, Abri has only recently secured a pre-application meeting with Surrey Heath 
planning officers, at which Fr. Paul was an observer. Following the meeting, the Abri team is now 
absorbing the Surrey Heath planners’ feedback before starting to commission and assemble the 
array of structural, topographical, transport and environmental reports required to support their 
formal Planning Application, which they aim to submit by later in the Summer. 

St. Tarcisius 

In this first half of 2021, with Pegasus Group planning consultants whom we appointed in late 2020 
and St Ann’s Gate Architects, we refined the design of the Parish Centre annex to the church. This 
seeks to address the various points raised by Surrey Heath at the pre-application meeting in August 
2019. Based on professional advice, the team also decided to proceed with a full planning 
application to save both time and money and to obtain a clear response from Surrey Heath BC. 

Our focus for this application is on “Option A” which involves the demolition of the current 
Presbytery and creation of a new Parish Centre complex, as an annex to the existing Grade 2 listed 
church; with “Option B” – retention of its façade – only as an alternative back-up option, to submit 
subsequently, in the event of insurmountable objection from SHBC Planning to “Option A”.  

You may recall that the public, including parishioners, were invited back in March/April to review 
and respond to a consultation website summarising the proposed plans. In addition, around 200 
pamphlets were distributed to those properties adjacent to the St. Tarcisius site. 

The result of that exercise was the receipt of around 40 responses, the majority of which were 
supportive of the proposed redesign and none of which objected to potential removal of the 
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presbytery building. A number of suggestions for potential interior adjustments to the church layout 
were made, which have been taken on board, although these do not affect the planning process.  

Throughout, the parish has been in regular contact with the Southern Historic Churches Committee 
of the Bishops’ Conference, which is supportive of our current proposals. 

In addition, Bishop Richard Moth visited Fr. Paul for an update on the project and was happy with 
the plan and its progress. 

As a result of all this feedback, the last few months have involved the commission and assembly of a 
portfolio of reports from Fire Safety, Heritage, Transport, Design and Access, Community 
Involvement, Structural, etc. 

Our aim is to submit the planning application in August and expect Council feedback by year end. 

In Summary 

The COVID-19 pandemic has slightly delayed progress for both the SPJ and the St. Tarcisius planning 
applications. 

Abri expects to submit the SPJ site planning application later in the summer and are probably several 
weeks behind the progress we have now made on the St. Tarcisius process. 

Pegasus, our planning consultants for St. Tarcisius, believe we should be ready to submit that 
planning application in August. In normal times similar planning reviews and approval outcomes 
should take no more than 3-6 months, taking us to late 2021 or early in 2022. 

When each Application is submitted to Surrey Heath we will provide you with the links to their 
website, where you can leave your comments.  

Any decision on sale of Old Dean and starting work at St. Tarcisius would require approval from the 
Diocesan Finance Committee. As both projects progress, we will continue to keep the Diocese and 
Parishioners informed. 

In the event both applications are successful, we would aim to tender for and initiate the demolition 
(or major restructure) and start construction work on the St. Tarcisius Parish Centre at in 2022. 

The current progress and revised timescales suggest an 18 to 24-month timeline to project 
completion from now, if all steps are successful to complete the sale of the Old Dean site and 
construction work at St. Tarcisius.  

If you have any question or comments relating to the latest report, please send them to 
camberley@bagshot@abdiocese.org.uk. They can be discussed at the zoom meetings which have 
been set up for Tuesday 20th July and Thursday 22nd July at 7.30pm. Please let us know which of the 
zoom meetings you wish to attend so that you can be send the link.  

 

 
Fr. Paul Turner 

8th July 2021 
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